Zephaniah

God tells us that Ezra read from the book of the Law,
day after day and that the people of God
were filled with joy!

Doctrine for the Mind and Heart
Westminster Shorter Catechism
Question 61
What is forbidden in the fourth commandment?
Answer
The fourth commandment forbids the omission or careless
performance of the duties required, and the misuse of the
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or works about our worldly affairs and recreations.
They have been slightly modified on occasions.

Proof Texts
Nehemiah 13:15-22; Isa 58:13-14; Amos 8:4-6

Memory verse of the week – 2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
Psalm of the Week. Psalm 113A. The words are on page 8.
Pray for:
Mon – Josh, Karin, Elyssa, Julia and Sarah Foster
Tues – Norm and Jane Fry
Wed – Debra Geggie
Thur – Vince, Sandra, Ericka and Nolan Giroux
Frid – Judith Van Berkom

28th December 2020 – 1st January 2021
Produced by Ottawa RPC to help family worship.
The notes on Zephaniah 2 by Rev. Craig Scott (RPCNA)
The notes on Zephaniah 3 by Rev. Peter Loughridge
have been slightly modified, with questions added.

2|P a g e

Monday - Zephaniah 2:13-15 - Judgement to the North
Lastly, we reach the final judgement of the nations. God proclaims that 'he will
stretch out his hand against the north and destroy Assyria.' The great northern
empire of Assyria is a well-known foe of God's people throughout the Bible.
Over a century before, Assyria was God's instrument in pouring His wrath upon
the covenant breaking northern kingdom. Such will be the devastation upon
Assyria; that her capital will be utterly destroyed. Instead of standing tall with
her glorious standing walls, Nineveh will face such a demolition that 'Herds shall
lie down in her midst.' She will be inhabitable for humans; the only sign of life
will be that of wild animals finding new homes in a wasteland of ruin. This
prophecy was soon fulfilled in history as Assyria was demolished by Babylon in
612 BC. God always keeps His promises!
The particular sin that kindled the wrath of God is given, Assyria says 'in her
heart, "I am, and there is no one else."' She is full of pride and self, she exalts
her own name and capabilities rather than bow down before the one true God.
O how glorious and proud we all feel when things are going our way. Like
Nineveh, we can often flourish in this life. We may gain wealth, earn respect,
and have plenty of possessions. But what often happens in such circumstances
is that we start to live upon our own strength and wisdom. God is jealous for His
own glory, so when nations, and we, do not give Him the glory and humbly
accept His provision, His judgement is only around the corner.
In chapter 2 we have seen the Almighty wrath of God upon the nations. There
is no person, no culture, and no country that will avoid the judgement. Let us
come before God with true humility and by His grace seek out and destroy pride
and arrogance in our lives.
Questions:
1. What was the relationship between Israel & Assyria?
2. What will be the punishment for this nation of Assyria?
3. What particular sin is God punishing in Assyria?
4. What is our response to hearing about such punishment?
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Tuesday - Zephaniah 3:1-5 - Judgement on Jerusalem
In chapter 2 we saw Zephaniah prophesying what would come upon the nations
surrounding Israel: to the west (the land of the Philistines, 2:4-7); to the east
(Moab and Ammon, 2:8-11); to the south (Cush, 2:12); and to the north (Assyria,
2:13-15). Chapter 2 showed the almighty wrath of God upon the nations. There
is no person, no culture and no country that will avoid the judgement.
In chapter 3, we now return to Jerusalem. The Psalms tell us that Jerusalem is
'the city of our God' (Psalm 48:1), and that 'God is in the midst of her' (Psalm
46:5). This city Zephaniah speaks of in chapter 3 has 'the LORD within her' (v5).
How could a place that enjoyed so much grace become so corrupt and vicious?
One aspect Zephaniah highlights is the failure of the leading men in it: 'her
officials ... her judges ... her prophets ... her priests' (v3-4).
As we've already seen (in 1:4-6), Zephaniah turned to the church first (after his
initial and more general warning of judgement). Are we, the Church today,
listening yet? His Church - yes, even the City of God - contains both wheat and
weeds, wise and foolish virgins, sheep and goats, true and false believers. It is
in this context of a mixed church where God will also judge. Judgement begins
at the household of God (1 Peter 4:17).
It's hard to believe these verses speak of Jerusalem, the holy city! What a mess
the church can fall into when: 'she does not draw near to her God' (v2) and
when men who should lead actually do her harm instead (v3-4)!
Questions:
1. What city is being spoken of in these verses?
2. How did this city become so corrupt?
3. What warning do these verses hold for the church?
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Wednesday - Zephaniah 3:96-8 – Jerusalem’s Refusal to Repent
God had set before the eyes of His own people, Jerusalem, unmistakeable
signposts of His justice. In His mercy, He had warned them: 'I have cut off
nations ... I have laid waste their streets ... their cities have become desolate ...
I said, 'Surely you will fear me; you will accept correction'' (v6-7). Most notably,
the northern kingdom (Israel, ten of the tribes) had been punished by God over
100 years previously, by being taken captive by the Assyrians. Yet the southern
kingdom (Judah, the two tribes) seems to continue unwaveringly in the same
direction.
Yes, it could be said that enemies or other nations brought this judgement
about. But God says (v6) - I cut them off! However, even in this, God is merciful.
He intends these to serve as warnings to His people - to put them off their sinful
ways! Surely they will not continue to sin like other nations when they have seen
the ruin sin brings on them! One old preacher compares it to seeing your
neighbour's house on fire but not realising that yours is in danger! Have you
seen the ruin sin brings - in your own life, or in the lives of people close to you,
or in your community? What warnings is God sending into our lives?
V8 says: 'Wait for me, declares the LORD'. Without doubt, the same verse ends
speaking of God's indignation, burning anger, and consuming holy jealousy. Yet
there is hope in this 'Wait for me'! Something more wonderful is coming in
Zephaniah 3. This hope-filled longing and looking ahead runs all through the Old
Testament.
Questions:
1. How did God warn the nation of Israel?
2. What is God’s intent in punishing the nations?
3. What hope does God offer in v8?
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Thursday - Zephaniah 3:9-10 – The Conversion of the Nations
We have seen the first of the two main sections of the book of Zephaniah (1:23:8). Zephaniah has warned of 'the Day of the Lord', when God will judge sin
and pour out His wrath. The immediate fulfilment of this prophecy was the fall
of the city of Jerusalem in 587BC and God's people being carried off into exile
in Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. The further fulfilment spoken of by 'the Day of
the Lord' is the last judgement, when God judges all people.
The tone of the book of Zephaniah changes now, however, as in 3:9 we come
to the second of the two main sections of the book. Now we have an
announcement of the redemption that will follow God's judgement.
Zephaniah's prophecy so far has been dominated by the imagery of judgement,
but it is not without hope. In this closing section of his prophecy, Zephaniah
describes another coming day, a day of hope and restoration. He declares that
there will be a day when people from all nations will worship God (v9-10).
Although we still await the fullness of this new day (in Jesus' perfect kingdom
in heaven), we see glimpses of it now in this period of time between Jesus first
coming and His second coming. One aspect we can look forward to is the
growing diversity of His Church, incorporating people from all nations - that is,
not only does Zephaniah speak of a coming judgement for all the nations (as we
saw in 3:8), but also the promise that worshippers will come from all the
nations!
Questions
1. When did the fulfilment of the prophecies in the previous section of
Zephaniah?
2. How does the tone change in this next section of Zephaniah?
3. What hope does Zephaniah hold out in v9-10?
4. How do we see a partial fulfilment of this hope in our day?
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Friday – Zephaniah 3:11-13 – The Transformation of the Nations
In these verses, Zephaniah looks ahead to a day when God's people will be
marked by humility and holiness. First, it is promised that the church will one
day be marked by humility: 'I will remove from your midst your proudly exultant
ones, and you shall no longer be haughty in my holy mountain. But I will leave
in your midst a people humble and lowly. They shall seek refuge in the name of
the LORD, those who are left in Israel' (v11-12).
This promise is pointing us, ultimately, to Jesus - who through His humble birth,
lowly life of service, and submissive death has set an example of humility for all
of His people to follow. Philippians 2 sets this example before us and commands
us to: 'In humility count others more significant than yourselves' and to look 'to
the interests of others' (Phil. 2:3-4). One clear mark of a Christian is humility - we
won't display it perfectly in this lifetime, but it should still be a distinguishing
mark.
Second, it is promised that one day God's people would possess holiness: 'They
shall do no injustice and speak no lies, nor shall there be found in their mouth a
deceitful tongue' (v13). Christians do continue to struggle with sin, but it is no
longer our master. The Bible regularly refers to God's people, even in this world
and in this lifetime, as holy! This is what is meant by the word 'saints', which is
so often used in the New Testament to describe Christians. Again, like humility,
it is not complete in this lifetime, but it should still mark us out as His people.
Questions
1. What characteristics does Zephaniah use to describe God’s people?
2. To whom is this promise pointing us?
3. What should be the two distinguishing marks of a Christian?
4. What does the word ‘saints’ mean?
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Psalm 113A
Praise the LORD’s Name
1. Praise the LORD’s name, praise the LORD!
Praise Him, servants of the LORD.
May the LORD’s name blessed be
Now and to eternity!
2. Dawn to dusk, from east to west,
Let the LORD’s great name be blessed.
Over nations lifted high,
LORD, Your glory crowns the sky!
3. Who is like our God alone?
High in heav’n the LORD’s enthroned.
But He condescends to know
Things in heav’n and earth below.
4. From the dust He lifts the poor,
Makes the needy grieve no more.
Those He’s raised up from the pit
With His people’s princes sit.
5. He the barren woman takes,
And a joyful mother makes;
In her home she finds reward.
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD!
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