Daily Worship Booklet

December 1sf - 5th, 2025
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God tells us that Ezra read from the book of the Law,
day after day, and the people of God were filled with joy.




Westminster Shorter Catechism

Question 47: What is forbidden in the first commandment?

Answer: The first commandment forbiddeth the denying, or not
worshiping and glorifying, the true God as God, and our God; and the
giving of that worship and glory to any other, which is due to him
alone.

Scripture Proofs:
Psalm 14:1; Romans 1:20-21; Psalm 81:10-11; Ezekiel 8:16-18;
Romans 1:25.

Comment: God forbids anyone from denying that He is the true God.
God also forbids giving worship or glory to anyone or anything but
Himself. For the simple reason that He is the only one who deserves
and is entitled to be worshipped and glorified.

Psalm of the Week: Psalm 26B. The words are on page 8.

Please pray for:

Mon - Joel and Anneke, James, Everly and Silas Lendore
Tues - Geordie and Lindsay, Zoé&, Louen and Koa MacKay
Wed - Katrina Marshall

Thur - Steve and Tiara, Titus, Leo, Pax and Austin Marshall
Frid - Simon Martignago

Bible Questions for the week:

Question: When Moses tells Pharaoh that God had said that he must
let God’s people leave Egypt, did Pharaoh do as God told him?
Answer: Exodus 5:2

Question: What did Pharaoh say the Israelites would no longer
receive to make the bricks?

Answer: Exodus 5:7

Question: What question did Moses ask God when he saw the
trouble the people were in?

Answer: Exodus 5:22

Please pray for the Holy Spirit’s help as you study God’s Word.
The notes are taken from the RPCS ‘Let’s Worship God’ website.
The author is not attributed.




Monday — Mark 11:27-33 - Whose Authority?

The chief priests, the men responsible for teaching others about God, are
so spiritually blind themselves that they grow in their hatred of Jesus.
They can’t successfully attack the things He says or the way He lives His
life. They don’t know how to discredit Him. But it is obvious that Jesus is
speaking with authority. He acts as though He has the right to say and do
what He does. The chief priests, teachers, and elders angrily demand that
Jesus tell them why He thinks He has any authority to tell them what to
do.

Jesus answers their question with another question. He implies that His
authority is coming from the same source as John the Baptist’s authority
- in other words, God. If they know where John’s authority comes from,
they should know where His authority comes from. He is allowing them
to realise who He is and confess their sin of not believing Him; but they
refuse to open their eyes.

Instead of trying to come up with an answer that is true, they try to come
up with an answer that is “safe”. But they are stuck. They either
embarrass themselves by admitting that they don’t believe something
they know to have come from God, or they risk the anger of the crowd by
denying something everyone knows to be true. So, ashamed to admit the
truth, because of implications for themselves, they lie and pretend not to
know.

Questions
1. What did the religious leaders want to know about Jesus?
2. Where did His authority come from?

Memory Verse

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

Psalm 23:6



Tuesday — Mark 12:1-12 -
The Goodness, Patience, and Judgement of God.

Jesus now tells a parable that points straight at the Jewish nation. In this
parable the owner is God, and the tenants are the Jews. God has shown
them goodness, made them His special people, and given them numerous
blessings. In return, they are to show faith and obedience. But when He
sends them prophets and leaders to tell them what is expected of them,
they refuse to hear, and kill these men. Yet, God is still patient and long-
suffering with them. He sends His only Son, Jesus, to them; He can do no
more. But the Jews reject and kill Jesus. So, God judges them by taking
away the Gospel and His kingdom from them and giving it to the Gentiles.
Jesus, the stone rejected by the Jews, will be the cornerstone of God’s
Church, which includes both Jews and Gentiles.

It's easy to blame the Jews for rejecting Jesus and killing Him. But this
parable also speaks to those who have heard the good news of salvation,
who have listened to the truth of God’s Word but refuse to believe, hating
God and His Son. God will destroy these people and give opportunities to
others to believe.

The religious leaders are enraged at this parable, especially the idea that
God will reject the Jews and turn to the Gentiles. They would like nothing
better than to kill Jesus right then, but fear of the crowd keeps them away.

Questions

1. Who is the landowner, and who are the tenants?
2. What did the Jews do to the prophets?

3. Why did this parable make the Pharisees so angry?

Memory Verse

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

Psalm 23:6



Wednesday — Mark 12:13-17 - A Tricky Question.

You can almost see the Pharisees working themselves up into a frenzy in
their desperation to get rid of Jesus. Their hatred of Jesus drives them to
unite with the Herodians, usually their enemies. The two groups come
together, out of mutual hatred for Jesus, to try to test Him on a political
subject since He is so good at avoiding their religious traps. Full of flattery,
they put their question to Jesus, asking whether they should pay taxes. If
Jesus says no, the Herodians (supporters of Herod and the Roman
government) will immediately bring charges against Jesus for causing
rebellion. If Jesus says yes, the Pharisees will stir up the crowds to attack
Jesus because He admits the Romans have a right to rule Israel. Jesus,
though, is not deceived. He calls for a coin and says that since it belongs
to Caesar, it should be returned to him.

God sets up governments, and if we accept their benefits, we should be
willing to pay their taxes. But then Jesus goes on to make the point that
God also should be given what belongs to Him. What belongs to God?
Everything. He is the Creator and ultimate authority; so every person,
thought, action, and thing belongs to Him, and should be used for Him.
Anything less than wholehearted service to God is robbery.

Questions

1. Who did the Pharisees unite with?
2. How did they try to trick Jesus?

3. What does God own?

Memory Verse

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

Psalm 23:6



Thursday — Mark 12:18-27 - Failed Again in the Attempt to Trick Jesus.

The Pharisees and Herodians have failed in their attempts to trip up Jesus,
so now the Sadducees have a go. The Sadducees believe only in the first
five books of the Bible; they deny the existence of angels and don’t
believe in a resurrection. They come to Jesus wanting to make the idea of
resurrection look ridiculous by coming up with an almost impossible
situation.

Jesus rebukes them for two things. First, they don’t understand the Bible.
It is amazing how many wrong ideas and beliefs come from a lack of
knowledge about the Bible. Reading and studying God’s Word is one of
the ways God has provided to protect us from believing and thinking
wrong things. The other thing Jesus rebukes the Sadducees for is their
failure to believe in God’s power.

Jesus tells them that heaven is very different from earth. There is no
marriage in heaven. Christ is husband to all, and nothing will be missing
for our happiness. Jesus also goes on to tell them that God is the God of
the living. God does not say, “l was the God of Abraham,” but “l am the
God of Abraham”. These men still exist, and the Sadducees are quite
mistaken in their beliefs.

Questions
1. What did the Sadducees not believe in?
2. What two things did Jesus rebuke them for?

Memory Verse

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

Psalm 23:6



Friday — Mark 12:28-34 - The Greatest Commandment.

One of the teachers of the law is standing there listening to the answers
that Jesus is giving to the Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees. He is an
honest man and realises how wisely Jesus is answering these men, so he
comes to ask a question. Unlike with His other questioners, Jesus gives
him a direct answer. Those who truly come to God for understanding will
get it.

Jesus quotes from Deuteronomy 6:4-5. These verses sum up everything
the Jews believe about their duty to God. When God is given first place in
our lives, we don’t have room for idols or temptations. If we love God
wholeheartedly, we will want to do what God says. The heart of
Christianity is not a list of do’s and don’ts, but a love for God that makes
us want to live for Him. Without this love for God, nothing good will be
done - our motives will be wrong, and we can’t pretend to love God for
very long.

Jesus now talks about our love for others. We are to love God better than
we love ourselves; and we are to love our neighbours as we love
ourselves, not thinking too little or too much of them. The scribe realises
that Jesus has answered well and says so. Jesus tells him that he is very
near to the kingdom of God. We never hear if this honest scribe believed.
There have always been many who see and know so much of the truth,
but live and die without believing.

Questions
1. What question does the teacher of the law ask Jesus?
2. Why is love for God the greatest commandment?

Memory Verse

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

Psalm 23:6



Psalm 26B

1. LORD, vindicate me; | have walked
In my integrity.

And | have trusted in the LORD;

I've been unwavering.

Examine me and prove me, LORD;
Test heart and mind, | pray.

Since | behold Your steadfast love;
Your truth has led my way.

2. 1 will not be with worthless men,
Nor with the hypocrite.

| hate the crowd of wicked men;
With evil I'll not sit.

I'll guiltless wash my hands and come
Before Your altar, LORD.

And | will shout with thankful voice;
Your wonders I'll record.

3. O LORD, I love Your dwelling place;
Your house is my delight.

The place in which Your glory dwells

Is lovely in my sight.

With sinners do not take my soul,
With men who blood have spilled.
Their hands perform a wicked scheme;
Their hands with bribes are filled.

4. But | have set myself to walk

In my integrity;

O deal with me in graciousness,
Redeem and set me free.

My foot now stands on level ground,
A place of uprightness;

And where the congregation meets,
The LORD | there will bless.



