
 

Please pray for the Holy Spirit’s help as you study God’s Word. 
These notes, which were originally written by Rev. Phil Pockras, RPCNA minister  

and posted on the RPCS ‘Let’s Worship God’ website,  
have been substantially modified in sections by Rev. Dr. Andrew Quigley. 

 
 
 
 

February 2nd to 7th, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Westminster Shorter Catechism  
  Question 53:  Which is the third commandment? 

Answer: The third commandment is, Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain. 

Scripture Proofs:  
   Exodus 20:7; Deuteronomy 5:11. 

Comment: God’s name is Holy because He is Holy, and we must not misuse or 
abuse it in any way whatsoever. To do so is totally unacceptable to God. 
 
Psalm of the Week: Psalm 35E. The words are on page 8. 
 
Please pray for:  
Mon - Don Gilmore 
Tues - Jon & Amy, Grace, Elloise, Rita, Margaret, Leo & Beth Harper 
Wed - Jamie & Heather Hood 
Thur - Stas Jesionka 

   Frid  - Jonathan Jesionka 
Sat   - Danielle Joly 

 
Bible Questions for the week: 
Question: How were the people of Israel able to cross the sea? 
Answer: Exodus 14:16 
Question: What happened when Israel saw the Lord’s great power? 
Answer: Exodus 14:31 

 
 

 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Monday - Isaiah 5:18-19 - Bad Fruit: Defiant Bravado.  

 

We're looking at the third kind of bad fruit that we find in the first seven verses of 

this chapter that Jehovah receives from his vineyard.  

What pictures are created in our minds by the words about drawing 

iniquity with cords of falsehood and sin as with a cart rope? One image could be of 

these sinners pulling sin to themselves. It is as though they are casting a fishing 

line, and then, when the fish bites, reeling it in. Even when threatened with 

judgement, they work all the harder at pulling the sin into their lives. Another 

image is that of an animal hitched to a cart, where even though they are warned 

to stop and, in fact, to turn around, they continue regardless of the consequences 

awaiting them. Such are these people who are hitched to the cart of ‘sin’, and they 

are adamant they will not turn around, no matter the cost.  

These pictures are not pleasant. These people are delighting in, revelling 

in, their sin, and they are bound to it with ties, growing ties of perverted affection 

and love. Bound to their sin and bound by their sin, so that their every move is 

increasingly towards and in sin. And the heartbreaking thing is that they are 

refusing to break these cords that so entangle and bind them. Even when 

threatened with God's judgement. 

Why do they persist in their sin, when God's promise to them is that if 

they turn, repent of their sin and have faith in His promises of redemption, He will 

relent and not bring this threatened disaster upon them. It is because they are, by 

nature, dead in their trespasses and sins, and they cannot break free from that 

reality. And what was true of those living in Jerusalem and Judah is true of those 

living in our community, in our town, our city, our province, our nation. That is why 

the preaching of the good news of the gospel, leading to salvation in Christ, is SO 

important. 

 

Questions  

1. What is the third kind of bad fruit?  

2. What would God do if the people truly repented of their sin? 

3. What does God use to save sinners from their sin? 

 

This week’s memory verse for life. 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple;” Psalm 19:7 



 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday - Isaiah 5:18-19 - Bad Fruit: Defiant Bravado - Part Two. 

 

When reproved, this bad fruit of defiant bravado shows its ugly head even more 

strongly. One might think that the people who have fallen away would be getting 

nervous and anxious, but you'd be wrong. But no. Like a defiant child, they dare God 

to do anything about it. They taunt God, telling Him to do whatever He wants. 

Literally ‘bring it on’, ‘let’s see what you have’. It’s a refrain that is repeated time and 

again by the people of God. 

They have no idea what they are saying or asking for. Hard judgement will 

come quickly within the prophet Isaiah's lifetime. There will be a shattering invasion 

by the Assyrians. Every village, town and city will fall into their destructive hands 

except for Jerusalem, and it will only escape their brutality through a miraculous 

intervention. Then, after God has given Judah time to consider what has befallen 

them and to repent, He gives them a godly king in Josiah. However, once Josiah is 

dead, the people revert immediately to their apostasy. There is vast destruction and 

deportation by the Babylonians. God again delivers them. And so it continued until 

ultimately destruction came at the hands of the Romans in the first century.   

So it continues today; societies and nations reject the Lord Jesus Christ, but 

then they also defy Him to do anything about it. (Psalm 2, verses 1-3). How will God 

respond? His dealings with those who reject Him are not to be guessed at. The 

evidence is clear from the Old Testament Scriptures. “He who sits in heaven laughs; 

the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify 

them in his fury, saying, ‘As for me, I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill’”. (Psalm 

2, verses 4-6). His judgement will come; He “shall break them with a rod of iron and 

dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel” (Psalm 2, verse 9).  

Let us pray for revival in the church, that she may shed the Light of Christ in 

our nation. Let us pray that God will have mercy upon us and exalt our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ in the land.  

 

Questions  

1. Does God judge His people just once?   

2. Will God judge those who reject the Lord Jesus?  

 

This week’s memory verse for life. 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple;” Psalm 19:7 



 

    

 

 

 

Wednesday - Isaiah 5:20 - Bad Fruit: Reversing Reality. 

 

The word 'Woe' means sadness and involves terror. This is what comes of the fourth 

bad fruit described in these verses. Bad fruit that are marked indelibly by their 

perversions – calling what is ‘evil’ good, who invert darkness and light. Those who 

replace any potential of light in their lives with the thoughts, words and deeds of 

darkness. Those who call ‘darkness’ light. Those who point to that which is sweet and 

declare it to be bitter, and who drink the gall of bitterness and profess it to be sweet.   

What was true of those who lived in Judah is true of those who live today. 

Everything is perverted; that which is good is called evil, and that which is evil is 

called good. Light is called Darkness, darkness is called light, that which is sweet is 

called bitter, and that which is bitter is called sweet. And it is not just a comical play 

on words; there is deep spiritual meaning in such renaming. It speaks to the darkness 

of the understanding, due to a hardness of the heart, which shows that the speaker 

is alienated from God, ignorant of the truth and pursuing a life marked by utter folly 

and ultimate pointlessness.  

But note who Isaiah is referring to here when he describes the twistedness 

of their hearts and minds: it’s not the world beyond Judah; it's about the people of 

Judah. Those who profess to know and love God, to Judah and Jerusalem. Those who 

had received the Word of Life from God, the blessing of the Covenant and the 

Sabbath Day, the promises of the Ten Commandments. Yet for all their hearing, they 

were deaf to what God was calling them to be and had given themselves over to lives 

of greed and sensuality. To ever-increasing devotion to the idols of the heart and in 

doing so to conscientious rejection of the God who had redeemed them. They chose 

rebellion and evil over obedience and good. Strong echoes of the Garden of Eden. 

And what of the church today, acceptance of perversion and evil has, for so many, 

become a sign of what ‘Christianity’ is supposed to be in 2nd Century Canada. What 

an indictment. What a whirlwind of judgement we will reap. Pray that the Lord will 

be merciful in His wrath.  

Questions  

1. What does ‘woe’ mean?  

2. Why do people say – ‘darkness is light and light is darkness?’ 

 

This week’s memory verse for life. 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple;” Psalm 19:7 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thursday - Isaiah 5:21 - Bad Fruit: Wise in Their Own Eyes. 

 

Now we come to the fifth of the bad types of fruit. Those who are so wise in their 

own eyes, who flatter themselves about their own intelligence and cleverness and 

wisdom. Prevalent in the nation of Judah, many homes have at least one exponent. 

They too were to experience a sadness that was marked by terror.  

Is this something that we see little of today? Sadly, far from it. Those who 

are ‘’wise in their own eyes have entangled themselves in all aspects of our culture 

and taken hold of many arenas. Academia is overflowing with those who are wise 

in their own eyes, impressed with their seeming intelligence, and shrewdness. 

Many sections of the current media spawn forth wisdom from on ‘low’ in ever-

increasing levels of banality. Regurgitating that which has fallen from the lips of the 

narcissist of the moment, who present themselves as the doyen of what the world 

should believe today. And what of the purveyors of wisdom in their own eyes on 

the internet, are they not the shrewdest of all; after all, look at how many 

followers/subscribers, likers they have. It’s genuinely serious how much of the 

world is praising the wise in their own eyes and laughing at those who, in their 

eyes, pathetically hold to the Truth of the Good News of new life in Jesus Christ.  

And what of the wolves in the Bride, was that merely a phenomenon in 

Isaiah’s day? Of course not. Men and increasingly women who are presenting them 

as the most faithful of shepherds, but whose ‘wisdom’ is nothing more than the 

empty cultural sayings of the hour, not the wisdom of God breathed out in the 66 

books of the Old and New Testaments. And of course, we dare not speak to them 

of being wise in their own eyes, for they tenaciously hold an utter contempt for 

those who would dare to declare the wisdom of God and the power of God in Jesus. 

  What must we do? Pray for those who are wise in their own eyes, that by 

the grace of God they would see the light of true wisdom in Christ.   

 

Questions  

1. Where is true wisdom?  

2. What are those who are wise in their own eyes like? 

 

This week’s memory verse for life. 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple;” Psalm 19:7 



 

 

 

 
 

Friday - Isaiah 5:22-23 - Bad Fruit: Perverting Authority. 

 

Drunkenness is condemned again in these verses, and it is condemned throughout 

Scripture. But there is still a deeper thing here. These aren't just the people in the 

community who are to excess. These are the leaders in the community; these are 

the magistrates.  

 

God, in His word, appoints men to positions of rule, power, authority, responsibility, 

and duty. They are placed in these positions to lead in a way that glorifies God. One 

of their great responsibilities is to protect those under their care. The magistrate’s 

principal task was to make sure that all under his authority were afforded every 

protection they needed to live their lives at peace with God and their fellow man. 

This meant that he was to prioritize and promote justice in the community and, in so 

doing, protect the people from those within and beyond the community who were 

intent on causing harm and doing evil.  

 

However, that's not what we see here. These magistrates, these rulers in Jerusalem 

and Judah, were failing in the primary responsibility to protect people from the 

wicked because they were continually drunk. And if that wasn’t enough, they were 

abusing their position and power to accumulate for themselves by ignoring the evil 

of the wicked and declaring them innocent. They justify the wicked for bribes and 

deprive the righteous of justice.  

 

All who are in a position to affect others' lives must think carefully about what they 

say and do. The position they hold is theirs by the grant of God. This is true of all 

blessed with the privilege of leading or serving authority, not least those in the 

Church. As the apostle Peter says in his first epistle, all who are called to shepherd 

Christ's flock are to do so, “not for shameful gain, but eagerly, not domineering over 

those in your charge.”  1 Peter 5:2,3 

 

1. What is the bad fruit described here?  

2. What is your responsibility if you are in a position of authority? 

 

This week’s memory verse for life. 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple;” Psalm 19:7 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Saturday - Isaiah 5:24-30 - The Vineyard Destroyed.  

 

We see here what is to come upon the ‘vineyard’, Judah and Jerusalem. We start as 

the fire devours the stubble. The judgement is further represented in another plant, 

perhaps a grapevine. It is rotten at the root, and it dies off. Another picture is of the 

little blossoms. If the root rots and everything dies, the flowers turn to dust.  

 

God's judgement is so fearsome that the hills and mountains tremble before it. The 

enemy armies come swiftly. They're ready to do God's task, ready to bring judgement 

upon this wicked ‘vineyard’. God compares them to lions. Isaiah then moves from 

the roaring of lions to the roaring of the sea. Like a tsunami, the water grabs them. 

That is what this destruction from afar will be like.  

 

When did this happen for Judah and Jerusalem? They had recently been warned of 

an earthquake. Later, they were warned more severely when the Assyrians almost 

overwhelmed them; then they were warned of a great defeat by the Babylonians; 

and shortly afterward, the kingdom of Judah was destroyed, with the people being 

carried off by the Babylonians. After several generations, they were brought back by 

the gracious hand of God. Each of these judgements impacted the nation until finally, 

after the people rejected the Lord Jesus as their Messiah, they were destroyed in AD 

70 by the Roman army commanded by Titus, the future emperor.  

 

What about the people who were truly the people of God? The ‘remnant’ that God 

often speaks of. We can be sure that through each of these seasons of terrible 

affliction, God kept them safe while many thousands were put to death. And so is 

the case today for those facing affliction; and if the Lord permits them to experience 

death, then their souls are made perfect, and they are taken immediately into the 

presence of Christ. 

 

Questions  

1. What pictures does Isaiah use to warn the people?  

2. What judgements did God send upon the people of Judah?  

This week’s memory verse for life. 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple;” Psalm 19:7 



 

 
Psalm 35E 
 

15. With justice judge me, LORD, my God; 

Let not my foes gloat over me. 

Let them not think, “We’ve swallowed him! 

At last, our soul’s desire we see!” 

 

16. Let them be humbled and ashamed 

Who gloat at my calamity; 

Clothe them with shame and with disgrace 

Who proudly rise up over me. 

 

17. But let them shout aloud with joy 

Who long to see me justified; 

And let them never cease to say, 

“O let the LORD be magnified. 

 

18. Because it brings to Him delight 

To see His servant prospering.” 

I’ll speak about Your righteousness; 

Throughout the day Your praise I’ll sing.  

 

 


