Daily Worship Notes

August 31t — September 5%, 2026

The Parables of ‘the ‘“T'wo Sons’
f the “Tenant

-

and

Psalm of the Week: Psalm 65C. The words are on page 8.

Please pray for:

Mon - Sergio & Kathy Nunez Andrés

Tues - Renato & Amparo, Renata & Helena Ayala
Wed - Joy Ayer

Thur - Gabe & Maria & Olivia Braden

Frid - Eric Cai & Ivanna Yu & Nausicaa

Sat - Spencer Clafton

Bible Questions for the week:

Question: Who was responsible for the records of the tabernacle?
Answer: Exodus 38:21

Question: What metals were used in the construction of the tabernacle?
Answer: Exodus 38:24-31

Pray and ask for the Holy Spirit's help as you study these two parables this week.
These notes are written by Rev. Dr. Andrew Quigley.



The Parab]es of the “T'wo Sons’

cmd of the "Tenants

Matthew 21:23-36 — Context for the parable of the two sons and the wicked tenants.

When Jesus was teaching in the temple courts on the Tuesday before his crucifixion, he
was approached by “the chief priests and the elders of the people” with the challenge
as to what authority he was doing what he was doing (Matthew 21:23). Just the day
before, he had ejected the moneylenders from the temple, and the crowds had received
him as a prophet (Matthew 21:12-16). Although these might seem like ordinary
questions, they reek of dishonesty. The Jewish leaders knew that Jesus had been clear
about acting with God-given authority throughout his three-year public ministry, so
ignorance was not their motive for asking. This was about trying to entrap Jesus and not
for the first time. Jesus, of course, knew this; hence the wisdom and subtlety of his
response.

He asked them where John the Baptist had gotten his authority — was it from
heaven or men? If they answered him, he would answer them. Discussing it among
themselves, they realized they couldn’t give an answer. Why? Because if they said John’s
authority came from God, they would condemn themselves for not accepting and
believing in John’s teaching, and their own unbelief. On the other hand, if they said it
was “from man”, they would incur the anger of the people, who believed that John was
a prophet from God. So, they couldn’t answer without exposing themselves to be the
hypocrites they were. The only option left to them was to lie and say, “We do not
know”(21:25-27). Jesus was not slow to respond — his words, “Neither will | tell you by
what authority | am doing these things” (21:27), are cuttingly direct. No one is left in any
doubt that Jesus is identifying them as liars. Men who know full well that John came
from God and that John had pointed him out as the Lamb of God, the promised Messiah.
This meant they knew that authority was from God; but because it would condemn their
unbelieving hearts, they adamantly refused to accept it.

Given these facts, you can imagine that many Jews, perhaps especially the
disciples, were puzzled by the adversarial negative attitude of the chief priests and
elders, the Jewish leadership, towards Jesus and his ministry. It is to explain why this is
the case that Jesus tells the parables of the two sons and the tenants, which we will
consider, God willing, this week.

Questions

Q1. What question did the chief priests and elders ask Jesus?
Q2. How did he respond?

Q3. What was Jesus effectively saying about these men?

Memory Verse:

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17



he Parables of the “Two Sons’
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Tuesday — Matthew 21:28-36 — The two sons and what they do.

The story is straightforward. Jesus presents the scenario of a man having two sons, to
whom he makes the same request. The first son is asked to go work in the vineyard, but
he refuses; then changes his mind and goes. By contrast, when asked to work in the
vineyard, the second son immediately says he will; but when the time comes, he “did
not go”. Having created this simple story, Jesus asks the equally simple question, “Which
of the two did the will of his father?”” To which the obvious response is given, “The first.”

So, where is Jesus going with this parable? Well, unlike his previous parables,
where he tended to speak to the Pharisees, scribes, etc. more indirectly when calling out
their routine religious observance, Jesus speaks very directly here. Without dressing it
up or making any attempt to soften the blow, he contrasts the tax collector and the
prostitutes with the religious community in a shocking statement. In fact, it's beyond
shocking. The idea that the irreligious, godless, covenant rejecters, tax collectors, and
prostitutes would go into the kingdom of God before the apparently upright, outwardly
godly-fearing Jews makes no sense. How could the holy God, the God of the Law, ever
let such openly wanton lawbreakers into the kingdom, let alone ahead of those who
strived daily to keep every facet of God’s law and even more? ‘The man is off his head’
would have been an apt interpretation of what many of those listening would have been
thinking. ‘There is no way that what he is saying could ever be true.’ But it was for two
reasons, and they both tied to the ministry of John the Baptist and repentance.

Interestingly, almost three years after his death, Jesus is not only referencing
John the Baptist, as we saw yesterday when considering verses 23-27 of this chapter,
but he also uses John’s ministry to bring judgment on those who heard but rejected his
message. The Word of God is not a transitory entity; here today and gone tomorrow,
like so much of today's news. And the preaching of that Word, when it goes forth in the
power of the Holy Spirit, will achieve its purpose, no matter how long it takes in God’s
providence (See lIsaiah 55:10-11). John had come preaching repentance, but the
religious hearers had not submitted in belief, whereas the tax collectors and prostitutes
had; and that is all that matters in terms of what God desires and requires. What was
worse was that, when they had seen the evidence of the power of God’s Word to
radically change the lives of tax collectors like Zacchaeus, they still refused to repent and
believe.

Questions

Q1. What is the story of the parable?

Q2. What is slightly different about the way that Jesus tells the parable?

Memory Verse:

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17



The Parables of the “Two Sons’
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Wednesday - Matthew 21:28-33 — The need for heart religion!

Yesterday, we considered the simple account of a son who, when asked to do
something, says he won’t do it but then does, and his brother who says he will do what
he is told but then doesn’t. We then looked at how Jesus applied this to the Pharisees
and the scribes — they are the son who agrees to do what the Father tells him but then
doesn’t. Whereas the tax collectors and prostitutes are those who say they will not do
what they are told but then change their minds and do it. Why? Having heard the
preaching of God’s Word by John the Baptist, they had been brought to an
overwhelming sense of their sin and need of repentance and, by God’s grace, embraced
faith in the Messiah.

So, what does this parable teach us? Well, it tells us and will teach us if we are
willing to learn the lesson, the fundamental truth - that in the end, it's who we believe
in and obey that counts. John Calvin puts it this way, “Faith does not consist merely in a
person giving subscription to true doctrine but also includes something greater and
deeper: the hearer is to deny himself and commit his whole life to God.” Now, let’s be
careful; it's not that knowing sound doctrine isn’t valuable; it is, and we are blessed to
have the subordinate standards of the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms,
compendiums of doctrine arising, as the abundance of proof texts shows, directly from
the Word of God. Nonetheless, if our religion is solely based on a commitment to do as
we please, regardless of how apparently doctrinally sound that may be, then ultimately,
it will be worthless, because true religion involves faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and
unwavering obedience to God. And that is not as easy as we tend to assume. Getting
into a pattern of religious behaviour shaped and moulded by what we see others do is
easy. It’'s a different matter entirely to own by faith a new life given to us by God and to
live it solely in the light of what He commands. It’s a wonderful thing when a soul initially
says to God, ‘l will not love or serve you; | will not do what you tell me to do’, and then
for that same soul, by God’s grace, to be radically changed to the point where it will say
— ‘yes, | will delight in you, and | will seek to obey your commands.” We should pray for
that in the lives of our children, whatever age they are, until we see it, and in the lives
of those around us who remain dead in their trespasses and sins.

Questions

Q1. What does the parable teach us?

Q2. Who/what should be our joy in life?

Memory Verse:

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17



The Parables of the “Two Sons’
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Thursday - Matthew 21:33-37 - The tenant's brutality to the servants.

This parable follows hard on the heels of the previous one, and that is because it explains
the type or the nature of the disobedience presented in the parable of the two sons;
and, in doing so, it shows something of the enormity of Israel’s sin.

The landowner or “master of a house” plants a vineyard. He erects a fence around it to
keep out the wild animals that would forage on the vines and destroy them. Next, he
digs a winepress in which the grapes, when harvested, will be pressed to produce the
juice that will be fermented into wine. A tower is built from which a guard can ensure
that none of this precious commodity will be stolen. All this involved an investment of
time and money on the landowner's part. So, when he chooses to go to another country
the reason why is not given; he entered into a business agreement with a number of
tenants. These tenants will tend to the vines and, in turn, will presumably receive a share
of the harvest. All terms are agreed upon, and everyone understands the contract's
parameters.

Come harvest time, the landowner sends three of his servants to receive his share of the
fruit. This is something the tenants would have expected. If the landowner had not sent
someone to get his share, they would have been asking why not. So, the tenant’s hand
over the agreed-upon amount of fruit, and everyone is happy. No, that’s not what
happens. What transpires is shocking and brutal. The three servants are not simply told
that they’ll not be getting any of the fruit; they are physically molested, and it's not just
a slap or two. One is beaten, another is stoned, and the third is killed. When the news
reaches the landowner from the two men who escaped with their lives, he faces a
decision. He decides to send more servants, more than the three sent the first time,
although we are not told how many. He obviously expects the increased number to give
the tenants something to think about. But the outcome is the same. Now the landowner
has a serious decision to make. He concludes that he will send his son; he reasons that
the tenants will respect that it is his son and fulfil the contract as agreed. Tomorrow we
will see what happens.

Questions

Q1. Why does this parable follow the previous one?

Q2. What does the landowner do, and what do the tenants do to his servants?
Q3. Who do you think the servants represent?

Memory Verse:
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17



he Parables of the ‘Two Sons’

and of the Tenants

Friday - Matthew 21:33-41 - The tenants and the landowner’s son.

Yesterday, we saw how the tenants brutally dealt with the landowner’s servant when
he sent them to collect his rightful share of the harvested fruit, and then, as a last resort,
he sent his son, thinking that the tenants would surely respect him.

Now we see how the tenants react to the landowner’s son coming and why they do what
they do. Note the premeditated dimension to their actions. There is nothing spur-of-
the-moment about their dealings with the son. A discussion occurs among the tenants,
and the reasoning is simple — “This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his
inheritance.” In other words, this is our opportunity to enrich ourselves. Yes, they are
ruthless and callous, and break any number of the commands of God; but when power
and money are in play, men think and do as they please, disregarding the consequences.
Having reasoned their way through their unjustifiable decision, they act, taking the son
outside of the vineyard and killing him. No matter how you look at this, it is incredible
to the point of being unbelievable if God had not told us the depths of the destructive
power of the darkened mind and the war-mongering extent of the human heart.

What does this parable speak of? It is a picture of the Old Testament church, which God
had blessed throughout its history. In receipt of astonishing covenant promises, she had
been redeemed from brutal, murderous slavery in Egypt and brought into a land flowing
with milk and honey through God’s mighty hand. Judges had been given to exercise rule
within her, and she had demanded a king like the nations around her; God gave her kings
but also Prophets through whom He spoke to her, warning and instructing both her kings
and people to seek Him and submit to his Law (Hebrews 1:1). To say that God had been
good to her and give her all that she could have desired would not be an exaggeration.
The people of God had to want for nothing, and all that was asked of them was that they
should delight in the fact that the Creator of heaven and earth was their God and, as the
apple of His eye and as His precious chosen peculiar people, obey Him. Notwithstanding
all these blessings and privileges and advantages, time after time, they had decided to
reject and stone the prophets who were sent to them (Matthew 23:37). Then, in the
fullness of time, God had sent His only begotten beloved Son, and they took him outside
“the vineyard” and put him to death, “even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8).

Questions

Q1. Who does the owner send after the servants, and why?

Q2. What does this parable speak of?

Memory Verse:

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17
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Saturday - Matthew 21:23-41 — When the owner comes...

The parable had a brutal ending with the murder of the owner’s son. Jesus then asks a
question. He places his hearers in the owner’s shoes and asks them what they think he
will do when he comes. Note, there is no question of his not coming. He won’t relinquish
his ownership because of these tenants' actions. Far from it, there will be a day of
reckoning, even if the tenants had foreseen but rejected the idea. The answer is what
any right-thinking person would say — “He will put those wretches to a miserable death
and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”
How devastatingly simple, yet incredibly profound, this all is.

One commentator makes the point that Jesus’ hearers would have been hard-
pressed not to have noticed a reference here to the ‘Song of the Vineyard’ in Isaiah’s
prophecy in Isaiah chapter 5,

1 “Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.
2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes,”

Nor would they have forgotten the conclusion of the song or missed the point that Jesus
was making about Israel’s attitude to the message and the messengers of the kingdom
of God — Isaiah 5:7,
“For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed;
for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!”

Retributive justice is inevitable for a world that rejects God. Not to receive Christ
and the gospel of saving grace will one day be answered with a sentence of
everlasting death from the very lips of the Son of God. He who is the ‘Lamb of God’,
who died for those who believe, will be the ‘Lion of the tribe of Judah’ who sits in
righteous judgement upon those who will not believe (Revelation 5:5-6).

Questions

Q1. Having told the parable, what does Jesus do?

Q2. Could the Pharisees and chief priests have been familiar with the imagery Jesus
used? If so, how?

Memory Verse:

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17



Psalm 65C

1. Praise awaits You, God, in Zion;
Vows to You will be fulfilled.

You’re the One who hears our praying;
To You all mankind will come.

Evil words have overwhelmed me,

But You cover all our sins.

2. Blessed is the one You’ve chosen,
To live near You, in Your courts.

We are satisfied with good things

In Your house, Your holy place.

God, You answer us, our Savior,

With Your awesome, righteous deeds.

3. You're the trust of all earth’s peoples
To the ends of distant seas.

By Your pow’r You placed the mountains;
You have clothed Yourself with strength.
You have calmed the ocean’s roaring,
Turmoil of the nations stilled.



